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Uses for 
Simulations

Hand—on learning

Reinforce concepts

Learn by doing

Multiple topics: budgeting, 
investing, taxes, and more





Provider
ProperLiving, LLC dba Budget Challenge

Features
• Patented financial simulation
• 10-weeks of earning money and paying bills
• Uses a cash flow budgeting approach
• Rewards in-simulation accomplishments
• Free teacher “test drives”
• “Most Complete Program”







Students earn trophies 
for accomplishing key 
goals





Teacher Dashboard



+Investing
• New “add-on”

• Start with a modest amount and students 

can add to it with each pay period

• Mutual finds only – no individual stocks

• Trades are based on historical data

• Connects to amount students are taxed

• Focus is on learning strategies rather than 

maximizing returns



Cost 
• $25 per student or $30 with Investing 

Plus
• Discounts for 240 students or more
• Multi-year discounts available



Qualifies for use of 
ESSER Funds

Information available on 
the Budget Challenge 
website.

































Provider
Stash Investments, LLC
(formerly PayGrade)

Features
• Grades K-12
• Classroom economy tied to a banking, 

budgeting, and investing simulation
• Students can earn money, pay bills,

invest, pay taxes, earn (and pay) interest
• Lesson plans and on-demand training
• Options to customize based on the

needs and sophistication of your 
students

• Can be used with a school PBIS program
(positive behavioral intervention and supports)



Cost 
• Free – unlimited classes and students
• Can get started with an account and try

it out

































Provider
Intuit in partnership with:
• Council for Economic Education
• Take Charge Today

Features
• Use of Mint with data for a fictional 

young person
• No identifying student information 

collected
• Activities from Intuit and their partners

Cost
Free



Cost 
•

Contact



Any email ending in
@intuiteducation.com



























45 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

90-120 minutes

































Provider
Intuit TurboTax in partnership with Everfi

Features
• Five self-paced interactive modules
• Interactive content with educational

content and entering of information
• Support materials for educators

Cost 
• Free

























































Provider
FAME (Finance Authority of Maine)

Features
• Available as both a classroom-based 

game (charge) and online (free)







§Each game kit includes:
•50 unique wheels representing

various careers
•150 student reward stickers
•Available for download:
oEducator’s Guide
oBudget worksheets
oCertificate of completion





Game Procedures
• Randomly assign wheels and 

explain important elements
• Review budget worksheet
• Complete budget activity
• Reflection
• Post-assessment



Game Procedures
• Randomly assign wheels and explain 

important elements
• Review budget worksheet
• Complete budget activity
• Reflection
• Post-assessment



Educator Guide:
• A detailed lesson plan, 

including learning objectives
• Game methodology, sources 

and assumptions
• Budget worksheet
• Optional activities and 

assignments
• Web-based resources
• Glossary of terms





Online Version
• 125 career options, 

including descriptions, 
key vocabulary and 
various spending options

• Visual representation of 
money spent

• Additional resources
• Printable budget 

worksheet, certificate of 
completion





















Provider
Jump$tart Coalition for Personal Financial 
Literacy

Features
• Series of questions to ballpark the income 

needed to support a certain lifestyle
• Quick and easy

Cost
• Free
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But WAIT
There’s More!



Upcoming Webinars

https://www.makingcentspa.org/upcoming-webinars

April 20th

Personal Finance 
Simulations: 
Part 2





Thank you for participating!




